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                                                                               21 November 2011

Mr Frank Durinkx, Director General,
Commercial Air Transport Department, CNN, 

Rue du Progres 80 Bte 5,

1030 Brussels

Dear Mr Durinkx,

             Thank you for your letter of 7 October. I am very disappointed that neither you nor any previous correspondent on this matter has addressed the issue of the appropriateness of this fee. When I spoke to a woman by phone about two years ago she was very surprised to hear that Belgium was alone in charging fees, and asked me to send her details. I have had absolutely no response to my reply to her.

             In brief the imposition of a charge of 87 euros for looking at 3 standard documents is entirely unreasonable for the following reasons:
1) The charge is totally disproportionate to the minimal effort needed to check such documents.

2) It is not in the spirit of the 1980 ECAC agreement which Belgium signed and which was designed to allow free passage of Permit aircraft in the signatories’ countries.

3) It is not appropriate that Belgium alone amongst European countries should make such a charge – it does nothing to enhance the dignity and reputation of Belgium. 

4) The stipulation is almost universally ignored and not enforced. I could personally give you a list of a dozen or more planes that have flown through Belgian airspace on multiple occasions without seeking permission and I am quite certain there are many hundreds more that I do not personally know of.

            Although financially I am entirely able to afford to pay such a charge, for the reasons above I decline to pay it.  I urge you to look at your legislation  and consider whether it would not be more dignified and reasonable for Belgium to fall into line with the rest of Europe and get rid of this requirement and charge. In the UK we have the saying ‘The law is an ass’, c’est a dire: la loi est un ane. I suggest that this bit of Belgian law is ‘Un grand ane qui brait bruyamment’!
 Yours sincerely, 
                                                                        Dr. David Joyce                                                              
