 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   Gloucester Strut Fly Out to Le Touquet Saturday 26 August 2006




Briefing Sheet 
         General: My aim in this sheet is to cover all the information that someone totally new to foreign flying could possibly need to know, and apologies to those of you who know it all already! This information has been prepared carefully, as an aid for you to plan your trip, and is offered in the belief that it is accurate. It is given on the understanding that the individual pilot is responsible for the safety of his own plane and neither the Strut nor David Joyce will be held responsible in the event of any mishap.
             The flight there, in reasonable weather is a very pleasant 1 ½ hour trip, cruising at 110 kts. The crossing I would choose is from Fairlight Cove, (50.51N 00.41E), just East of Hastings, direct to Le Touquet. This leaves you within gliding range of land from 5000ft for 70% of the crossing, (if you glide like a Europa at 1:12). It also brings you directly into downwind leg for runway 32, the one most frequently in use, particularly in summer when the sea breeze operates. It is of course possible to go a bit further and take a shorter crossing from Folkestone to Cap Gris Nez or Dover to Calais, allowing most planes to remain all the time within gliding range. 

Plan for the day:  Arrive Kemble 9.30am, local time, at the latest
                             Depart 10.00 local
                             Arrive Le Touquet around 12.30pm local (11.30BST)

                             Depart Le Touquet- optional but by 5.00pm local time.

Documents to take:  

                             Passport

                             Permit documents

                             Insurance certificate

                             Flying license 

                             Radio License

                             Proof of ownership or owner’s permission



       CAA GA Safety Sense leaflet no 11- Interception of Civil  Aircraft                                              . 

Equipment to take:   Life jackets - essential

                              (For a short crossing like this in summer, I would not bother                                 to take a dinghy, and certainly would not contemplate survival suits, which can be desperately uncomfortable. If anyone feels they would prefer to take a dinghy for their first trip they would be welcome to borrow my 2 man one - which I keep for long and                                        cold crossings)

                            Chart - your S England ½ mill map shows enough of France for this                                 trip, but if you want to go on into France you clearly need French charts - available from most Pilot Shops. ICAO, (NW France) & Jeppesen (EG/LF) versions are available. I find the Jeppesen are more legible.                                      

                            Emergency locator or distress beacon: I wouldn’t feel that this short                                 crossing merits the purchase of such kit, but if you have a hand held radio you might like to bring it (in a waterproof bag)                                                                           

                            Airfield plates for Le Touquet and alternates. I will bring spare on                                   the day for anyone setting off from Kemble and will send electronic versions to anyone else on request. Alternatively you can download Le Touquet A/F  info and plates from:  www.aeroport-letouquet.com 

                           Euros - if you  want to bring back some wine or a French tart, bring                                  
                                                                2
some Euros.   I  will have a reasonable amount and could change a modest  sum for anyone who doesn’t get to the bank.                                          

Preparation:    Weather     Far the best source of aviation weather I have found                                          is the Guernsey Aeroclub web site: www.guernseyaeroclub.com/weather.htm                                                              This has links to  Met office for 214s 215s & European equivalents, USAF 5day      

forecasts, satellite pix, radar, lightning activity, etc and most magical of all is ‘XC Weather’, which gives you instant decodes of all Metars  for UK and France, with wind history and predictions. Once you have used it you will probably, (like me) make it your home page and never want to use anything else again!

              Notams should be looked at covering the route. There are links to                                both CAA official UK Notams on the Guernsey website, but also to  USA Notams for anywhere in the world - and it is very easy to pop  in the designators for Le Touquet (LFAT) and a few nearby A/Fs to clear the French side of things.

              Flight Plans: Flight Plan forms can be picked up at Kemble Tower                                    or downloaded from the Kemble website: www.kembleatc.com/airfield.htm or from the CAA:  www.ais.org.uk/aes/en/CA48.PDF  The CAA site is interactive and                                                                                                                  allows you to fill things in on the screen (which rejects wrong answers!) before printing it. It is worth printing out several with the fixed details on for your plane if you are planning more foreign flying. CAA Safety Sense leaflet 20 tells you how to fill it in but  there is a good section with instructions in the UK VFR Flight Guide and                               in several other similar guides. Nearer the time I will electronically send a copy of my filled in flight plan to those going. Kemble Tower both send off and activate the plan for you. Simple!

              Customs & Immigration: For UK customs & immigration a single form is needed: the ‘Gendec.’ This can be down loaded also from the same Kemble website. Filling it in is common sense, apart perhaps from the question: ‘Is the aircraft in free circulation in the EU?’ to which I always  answer ‘Yes’. I fill in the arrival time as a best guess. At Kemble you simply hand in this form with the flight plan into the Tower before you depart. They can insist on an hour between filing and departure but I have never known them or anyone else not let you take off when ready. Those departing from Gloucestershire Airport can pick up flight plan and Gendec forms from the briefing desk in the terminal building and hand in completed forms there for faxing/filing. If you want to go from your own field it is a tad more complicated; the Gendec  form goes to four separate authorities and these differ according to  which county you are flying from. Individual advice could be obtained from Kemble Tower, Gloucestershire or Filton. Le Touquet have recently introduced a requirement to give 2 hrs notice of passport details to their customs. This is done on line at www.aeroport-letouquet/customs/  For those whose French has gone a bit rusty immatriculation is plane registration, and Envoyer is the send button.
 Route Planning:     My inclination is to route and communicate as follows:

                    Kemble, EGBP; 118.9 & Lyneham 123.4 for zone crossing

                    Popham,EGHP; + 42 nm, 129.8, keeping below 3,500ft to:

                    Shoreham,EGKA; +42 nm, 123.15, then London Info 124.6

                    Fairlight Cove, +37nm

                    LFFF/EGTT FIR boundary (+28 miles), try Lille 120.75 and if  NA 
                                                                                              Le Touquet  118.45

                    Le Touquet LFAT (+14 miles)
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      This is a fairly simple route with no real ‘lurgies’ other than getting clearance through Lyneham airspace (usually no problem at W/Es), avoiding straying into Oakhangar Danger Area and keeping below the 3,500 ft corner of London TMA 

 If you should plan to go over the shorter crossing, do be very careful to keep well clear of the nuclear station 5 miles or so East of Calais. There is a (post 9/11)  exclusion zone round this and if you bust it you are liable to a fine of 40,000 Euros. You also need to keep an extremely sharp look out as this route is heavily populated on a fine summer weekend day.
Arrival:      The approach to Le Touquet reveals a little estuary/river inlet more or  

less dead on track. The A/F lies to the right, (south) of this and the down wind circuit leg for 32 is along the left hand bank. The 24/06 runway is not now in use. On arrival you may find you get marshalled by someone on a bicycle, but that’s virtually the last of the formalities. You go in through the door marked Customs, but I have never known any one to be there! You sign in at the desk, have a free boiled sweet and pay your modest landing fee (currently 21 euros), then have lunch or do whatever you like.
Bicycles are hireable at a modest fee and last year the group all pedalled (fairly painlessly!) into town for a cracking seafood lunch. The return flight plan is fed simply into the computer. Avgas is available at Le Touquet (confirmed 8/8/06)
RT: Once past Lyneham you don’t absolutely need to talk to anyone (unless you are going low through Popham overhead), until you come to Shoreham. They are always busy and it is worth being in contact, and I personally like to go overhead at 3,000ft if cloud allows. Then London info will take you to the French FIR boundary, probably asking you to report coasting out and to give an estimate for the FIR boundary. .You will find the Air Traffic Controllers of Le Touquet (and of Lille if you can persuade them to talk to you!), and any other sizeable French A/F, talk excellent English, and use the terms you are familiar with, although they may possibly break into French with a local pilot. It is only if you venture into the Styx with an A/F without a proper ATC service that you will find the RT is all done in French and you need to be able to come up with things like ‘Chauvigny, GXSDJ, vent-arriere, piste vingt et un.’ But even then I have known plenty of pilots get away with talking loudly in English!

Final Arrangements: Two days beforehand I shall confirm by email that the trip is on, assuming that the weather then looks favourable, and will add any amendments, and a filled in flight plan, for those who have requested it.  I shall also talk individually to anyone who has expressed an interest in flying in formation. 

If anyone wants to talk over any aspect of this they are most welcome to ring me, David Joyce, on 01454 260542

Joining the Fly out:  Please let me have the following details, preferably by email (davidjoyce@doctors.org.uk) or by phone or personal contact at the strut meeting:
                 Name pilot & passenger/s

                 Plane reg & type

                 Departure airfield

                 Whether you would like to fly in formation with someone, & if so your 

                                         comfortable cruise speed. 
                 Whether you would like a sample flight plan filled in.                
